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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-487
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: July 23, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: July 25, 2013
Type of Action: Authorizing extension of City residency deadline; Ordinance Code waiver

Bill Summary: The bill grants a 6-month extension to the City’s deadline for non-city residents to move into Jacksonville upon being hired by the City government to allow the recently-hired environmental attorney in the General Counsel’s office additional time to sell her current home and relocate to Jacksonville.  The bill waives the 6-month residency requirement in Ordinance Code Chapter 116 to permit the time extension.
Background Information: The Office of General Counsel hired an experienced environmental and land use attorney on April 1, 2013 to fill a vacancy with the expectation that she could sell her current home in Fleming Island in Clay County and relocate to Jacksonville within the required 6 months.  Thus far she has been unable to sell the house and as the deadline nears the OGC faces the choice between requesting an extension of the residency deadline or terminating the attorney’s appointment and reopening the search for a similarly qualified attorney, again leaving the City without the services of in-house environmental counsel.
Policy Impact Area: Employee residency requirement
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined.  Reopening the search for a new attorney may incur new advertising costs, and the OGC may again need to hire outside counsel to fill the void until a new environmental counsel is hired.  Terminating the employment of the existing attorney would result in salary and benefit savings until a new counsel is hired.
Analyst: Clements
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